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Declines in Baltic seaports in the first three  
quarters of 2020 – the impact of Covid-19 pandemic
In the period January-September 2020, top 10 Baltic ports handled 334.9 million tonnes of cargo  
and recorded an almost 7.5% decrease in total cargo throughput (-27 million tonnes of cargo).  
Three Russian ports, which are together responsible for over 47% of the total volumes of top 10 Baltic 
ports, experienced a 6% decrease comparing to the January-September 2019 period (the largest decrease  
was noticed in Port of Primorsk, -18%).

Despite the drops, the Port of Gdansk maintained its current position, so did Szczecin-Swinoujscie.  
The change took place in the case of the Port of Gdynia, which currently ranks 9th, and the ranking 
closes the Port of Riga with a loss of over 26% compared to the same period of 2019. In the Port of Riga,  
significant drops especially in ro-ro cargo (-65%) and coal (-67% compared to the period January- 
September 2019) were noticed. 

In the first three quarters of 2020 the container turnover of the top 10 Baltic container ports decreased  
by 5.75% (compared to the period January-September 2019) to 6 541 169 TEU. The largest container port  
on the Baltic Sea remains St. Petersburg, which recorded a nearly 7% decrease, port of Gdansk experienced 

Figure 1. Top 10 Baltic ports – total throughput in January-September 2020 [thou. tonnes]

Figure 2. Container turnover in Top 10 Baltic ports in Jan-Sep 2019 and 2020 [TEU]

*Gothenburg – estimated data based on selected cargo groups

*estimated data
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a comparable drop (-7.6%). The largest decrease was recorded by the Port of Rauma (-16.4% compared  
to the period January-September 2020).

Comparing quarter-to-quarter cargo throughput, in some ports, an increase in cargo turnover can be obse-
rved in third quarter of 2020. Currently, it is difficult to predict the cargo handling results of the Baltic ports 
in the coming months due to the second wave of the Covid-19 pandemic.




